2/4/70 


Ut* H* Richards Rolspp* Specie*! Assistant 
to the Deputy Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
*«ehington* B*G* 

tear %• Bolepp, 

t 

four letter of February 2 fce herd for me to credit end in any event 
does not meet the clear requirement of the Attorney Gennr»l , a *U*fta*Q nflum on the 
Public Information Section of the Administrative Procedure -lot** 

Tine materiel I seek is not alone the baoia of a %port mode by* for 
and/or on bfduslf of the attorney General of the y nited States* which would seem 
to require that it* in fact* bo "in the files o£"the Department of Justice* It 
io also part of a brief presented in court by the Deportment* It is only * year slice 
use by your department* Are you. tilling m the Deportment usually cleanses its fllea 
in lose than a year? 

Or are you telling me the ^nited &t£te» government hsa destroyed all 
such records? If tney are not in the file© of our Deportment* your Department 
certainly li nows what it did with them* and this you are required to do boto^ thing 
about* I quote from page 24 of the memorandum cited* 

".••£mry effort should be made to avoid encumbering the applicant** 
path with procedural obstacles when these essentially interne! GeYemment problems 
arise. Agancieo generally should treat e referred request ss if it bed been filed 
with the aganey to which the matter is ultimately referred". Now I would presume 
that the Department of Justice is the "agency" of "exclusive concern" when some¬ 
thing by or for the Attorney General i* involved* when a court record is involved* 
a court action end the presentation of evidence in oa urt. Thi© seme paragraph also 
says* however* * "tfhere a record is requested v/hieh is of concern to more than one 
agency* th? request should be referred to the agency those interest in the record 
is paramount"* It is then expected to "consult" with "the other interested agencies"* 

la short* if the Department of Justice is not the "agency whose inter at 
in the record is paramount’ 1 * as a layman would presume to be the case witu Depart¬ 
ment of Justice business* you ore still required to refer this matter to other 
interested agencies. 

Should you persist la denying me these records to Thioa x believe I sm 
entitled* I eefc that the refusal be aignedjo by the Attorney General’himslef so I 
can proceed forthwith under the law without added* unnecessary procedure! obstacles 
being placed in my path. 


Sincerely* 


Hareid "olsberg 



